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We realize that for many persons being a victim or witness
to a crime is their first experience with the criminal and/or
juvenile justice systems. As a victim or witness, you have
certain rights within the system. This brochure is being
provided to assist with questions you may have regarding
those rights and an overview of the criminal justice process.
Community resources are on page 29.
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VINE

Victim Information & Notification Everyday
Toll-Free 1-877-846-3435
TTY 1-866-847-1298
www.vinelink.com

Victims may register for VINE upon the arrest of an offender.
VINE is an automated service that lets you track the custody
status of offenders in county jails, Department of Corrections
facilities, or when supervised by probation. By calling the
toll-free number or visiting www.vinelink.com, you can find out
the custody status of an offender and confirm you are
registered. You can choose to be notified by phone and/or
e-mail if the custody status of an offender changes. You will be
notified of the following custody changes:

Release - Transfer - Escape — Death

If you are registering a phone number, you will be asked to
create a four-digit personal identification number (PIN) that will
be used to confirm that the call was received. Make sure your
PIN is easy to remember. Do not register a phone number that
rings to a switchboard. VINE will continue calling for 48 hours

if the correct PIN is not entered. When called, enter your PIN
followed by the # key. You may receive calls in the middle of the
night as the custody status of an offender can change at any
time.

* VINE is confidential. The offender will not know you are
registered with VINE.

* You can register multiple phone numbers and e-malil
addresses for notifications.

* If you forget your PIN, call the toll-free number and press
zero. You will be transferred to an operator who can help you
reset your PIN or cancel naotification.

e Operators are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week
to assist you.

Do not rely solely on VINE for your safety!

Domestic and Sexual Violence Safety Plan

Call 911 and report any unusual or suspicious activity to law
enforcement and contact the victim advocate and state attorney
regarding any concerns that you have.

Contact your local domestic violence center for immediate
shelter: Sunrise of Pasco Domestic and Sexual Violence Center
(352) 521-3120 or Salvation Army Domestic Violence Shelter
(727) 856-5797.

Keep your phone charged at all times; Change passwords on
all electronic devices, apps, social media platforms, banking
information etc. and turn locations off; Have your emergency
contacts listed on a piece of paper and updated on your phone.

Create an escape plan for you and your children; Assemble

an emergency bag and include important documents such as a
birth certificate and social security card; Be aware of your
surroundings at all times, especially when going to your car.

Change locks on doors and windows, Install additional safety
features (alarm systems, security cameras, motion lights).

Inform your supervisor, neighbors, school, and family that
you should not be getting phone calls or visits from the abuser
and to contact law enforcement if they see them.

Obtain a domestic violence injunction with assistance from law
enforcement or domestic violence center advocate.

Provide copies of your injunction to your employer, children’s
school or applicable person(s) where you regularly frequent.

Use community and victim resources as listed in the Victim
Right’s Brochure or on-line at www.pascosheriff.com.


http://www.vinelink.com/
http://www.vinelink.com/
http://www.pascosheriff.com/

A Message from
Sheriff Nocco to
Crime Victims:

As Sheriff, | want to personally assure you the Pasco Sheriff's Office
is dedicated to helping you through this troubling time. For too long
our criminal justice system has ignored the rights of citizens like
yourself who have witnessed or been the victim of a crime.
Thankfully, we as a society, now recognize the importance of your
rights, and the critical role you play in our system of justice.

Besides explaining your rights, this booklet will help you outline how
the criminal justice system works. As an informed citizen, you will
be better prepared to help the authorities bring the criminals involved
in this case to justice. Your assistance and patience are greatly
appreciated and | applaud your willingness to help your Sheriff's
Office even during this difficult time.

Please take a few minutes to read this booklet so that you and your
family will know what to expect, and what will be expected of you, as
the case progresses. If you have any questions about the process,
your rights, or how to obtain assistance, call our Victim Advocate
Unit. Our victim advocates are specially trained to help you and your
family through the anxiety and trauma you may be experiencing.
Being a victim or witness to a crime can be a devastating experience
for anyone. Please don’t hesitate to reach out for help, we will be
there.
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CHRIS NOCCO
Sheriff of Pasco County
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NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY y

No person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin,

sex, age, or disability be excluded from patrticipation in, be denied

the benefits of, or be subjected to unlawful discrimination under any

program or activity receiving or benefiting from federal financial

assistance administered by the department and its providers. Any

applicant or participant who believes that he or she has been denied °
services may file a complaint with the United States Department of

Health and Human Services, Office of Civil Rights, United States

Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs or the Department

of Children and Families, Office of Civil Rights within 180 days of the

alleged violation. °

No person shall be retaliated against, harassed, intimidated, threatened,

coerced or discriminated against for making a charge, testifying,

assisting or participating in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or .
hearing for opposing alleged unlawful discriminatory practices

prohibited by state and federal laws.

WHO IS A VICTIM?

A victim is a person who suffers direct or threatened physical,
psychological, or financial harm as a result of the commission or
attempted commission of a crime or delinquent act or against whom
the crime or delinquent act is committed. The term victim includes
the victim’s lawful representative, the parent or guardian of a
minor, or the next of kin of a homicide victim, except upon a
showing that the interest of such individual would be in actual
or potential conflict with the interests of the victim. The term
(victim) does not include the accused. Article |, Section 16(e),
Florida Constitution.

AS A CRIME VICTIM, THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION
GUARANTEES YOU THE FOLOWING RIGHTS
Article 1, Section 16(b), Florida Constitution
e Theright to due process and to be treated with fairness and
respect for the victim’s dignity.

e The right to be free from intimidation, harassment, and abuse.

The right, within the judicial process, to be reasonably protected
from the accused and any person acting on behalf of the
accused. However, this is not intended to create a special
relationship between the crime victim and any law enforcement
agency or office absent a special relationship or duty as defined
by Florida law.

The right to have your safety and welfare as well as your
family’s considered when setting bail, including setting pretrial
release conditions that could affect you or your family’s safety
and welfare.

The right to prevent the disclosure of information or records that
could be used to locate or harass you or your family, or which
could disclose confidential or privileged information of the victim.

The right to the prompt return of your property when no longer
needed as evidence in the case.

The right to full and timely restitution in every case and from
each convicted offender for all losses you suffered, both directly
and indirectly, because of the criminal conduct.

The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay, and to a
prompt and final conclusion of the case and any related post
judgment proceedings. In appropriate cases, the prosecutor may
file a good faith demand for a speedy trial. In non-capital cases,
all state-level appeals and post-conviction proceedings must be
complete within two years and five years for capital cases, unless
the court enters an order with specific findings concerning why
the court was unable to do so and the circumstances causing the
delay.

The right to be informed of your state constitutional rights, and to
be informed that you can seek the advice of an attorney with
respect to your rights.



AS A CRIME VICTIM, YOU ARE AFFORDED THE
FOLLOWING CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS UPON REQUEST

The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of, and to be
present at, all public proceedings involving the criminal conduct,
including, but not limited to, trial, plea, sentencing, or
adjudication, even if you will be a withess at the proceeding, not
withstanding any rule to the contrary. (For this purpose,
consider providing the prosecutor an address, an email
address, or atelephone number at which you can be reached
quickly, and update this information during the pendency of
your case.) You shall also be provided reasonable, accurate,
and timely notice of any release or escape of the defendant or
delinquent, and any proceeding during which a right of the victim
is implicated.

The right to be heard in any public proceeding involving pretrial
or other release from any form of legal constraint, plea,
sentencing, adjudication, or parole, and any proceeding during
which a right of the victim is implicated.

The right to confer with the prosecuting attorney concerning

any plea agreements, participation in pretrial diversion programs,
release, restitution, sentencing, or any other disposition of the
case.

The right to provide information regarding the impact of the
offender’s conduct you and your family to the individual
responsible for conducting any presentence investigation or
compiling any presentence investigation report, and to have any
such information considered in any sentencing recommendations
submitted to the court.

The right to receive a copy of any presentence report, and any
other report or record relevant to the exercise of a victim’s right,
except for such portions made confidential or exempt by law.

The right to be informed of the conviction, sentence,
adjudication, place and time of incarceration, or other disposition
of the convicted offender, any scheduled release date of the
offender, and the release of or the escape of the offender from
custody.

e The right to be informed of all post-conviction processes and
procedures, to participate in such processes and procedures,
to provide information to the release authority to be considered
before any release decision is made, and to be notified of any
release decision regarding the offender. The parole or early
release authority shall extend the right to be heard to any person
harmed by the offender.

The right to be informed of clemency and expungement
procedures, to provide information to the governor, the court,
any clemency board, and other authority in these procedures,
and to have that information considered before a clemency

or expungement is made; and to be notified of such decision in
advance of any release of the offender.

You have the right to employ private counsel. (See Florida Bar
Lawyer Referral Services.)

* Avictim who is incarcerated has the right, upon request, to be
informed and submit written statements at all stages of the
criminal and juvenile proceedings. (sec. 960.001(1)(a)6 Florida
Statutes)

ALL RIGHTS AFFORDED BY THE CONSTITUTION ARE
ENFORCEABLE - Article 1, section 16(c), Florida Constitution

The victim, the retained attorney of the victim, a lawful representative
of the victim, or the Office of the State Attorney, upon request of the
victim, may assert and seek enforcement of these rights and any
other right afforded to a victim by law in any trial or appellate court,
or before any other authority with jurisdiction over the case, as a
matter of right. The court or other authority with jurisdiction shall act
promptly on such a request, affording a remedy by due course of law
for the violation of any right. The reasons for any decision regarding
the disposition of your right shall be clearly stated on the record.

ADDITIONAL VICTIMS RIGHTS UNDER
FLORIDA STATUTES

¢ In some cases, you (or relatives where the victim is deceased)
may be eligible for financial compensation from the State of
Florida. Information regarding eligibility may be obtained from the
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State Attorney’s Office, local Witness Coordination Office (where
available), law enforcement agency or from the Bureau of Victim
Compensation, Office of the Attorney General - 1-800-226-6667,
website: https://www.myfloridalegal.com/victim-compensation, to
receive information on available crisis intervention services and
local community services to include counseling, shelter, legal
assistance, or other types of help, depending on the particular
circumstances. Telephone numbers of these services are
provided at the end of this brochure. (sec. 960.001(1)(a)1, Florida
Statutes)

The right to receive information regarding the stages of the criminal
justice or juvenile justice processes and the way information about
such stages may be obtained. (sec. 960.001(1)(a)4, Florida
Statutes)

The right to receive information on the steps available to law
enforcement and the State Attorney’s Office to protect you

from intimidation and/or harassment. It is a third-degree felony to
knowingly use intimidation or physical force; threaten another
person or attempt to do so; engage in misleading conduct toward
another person; or offer pecuniary benefit or gain to another
person. If you are being threatened or intimidated, please contact
the Pasco Sheriff's Office or any law enforcement officer.(sec.
960.001(1)(c), Florida Statutes)

The right of the victim of domestic and dating violence to be
informed of the address confidentiality program administered
through the Attorney General’s Office. You may contact the
Attorney General's Office at 1-800-226-6667. The State
Attorney’s Office may assist with this paperwork if necessary.
(sec. 960.001(1)(c), Florida Statutes)

The right of each victim, or witness, who has been scheduled to
attend a criminal or juvenile justice proceeding to be notified

as soon as possible by the agency or person scheduling his/her
appearance of any change in scheduling which will affect the
victim’s or witness’s appearance. (sec. 960.001(1)(d), Florida
Statutes)

The right to receive advance notification of judicial and post
judicial proceedings relating to the case, including all proceedings
or hearings relating to: -

The arrest of the accused

The release of the accused pending judicial proceedings, and any
modification of release condition to include release to community
control or work release.

Proceedings in the prosecution or petition for delinquency of the
accused, including the filing of the accusatory instrument; the
arraignment; disposition of the accusatory instrument; trial or
adjudicatory hearing, sentencing or disposition hearing; appellate
review; subsequent modification of sentence; collateral attack
of a judgment; and when a term of imprisonment, detention,
or involuntary commitment is imposed, the release of the
defendant or juvenile offender from such imprisonment,
detention or residential commitment by expiration of sentence
or parole and any meeting held to consider such release. (sec.
960.001(1)(e), Florida Statutes)

In addition to the provisions of sec. 921.143, Florida Statutes, the
rights of the victim of a felony involving physical or emotional
injury or trauma, or in a case in which the victim is a minor child
or in a case involving a homicide, the guardian or family of the
victim shall be consulted by the State Attorney in order to

obtain the views of the victim or family about the disposition of
any criminal or juvenile case brought about as a result of such
crime, including their views about:

- The release of the accused pending judicial proceedings.
- Plea Agreements.

- Participation in pretrial diversion programs.

- Sentencing of the accused.

The right to request that the State Attorney’s Office or law
enforcement agency help you explain to employers and creditors
that you may face additional burdens by taking time off from
work to assist law enforcement and you may undergo serious
financial strain either because of the crime or by cooperating with
authorities. (sec. 960.001(1)(i), Florida Statutes)


https://www.myfloridalegal.com/victim-compensation

Law Enforcement agencies and the State Attorney shall inform
you of your right to request and receive restitution and of your
rights of enforcement in the event an offender does not pay. The
State Attorney shall seek your assistance in the documentation of
your losses for the purpose of requesting and receiving
restitution. If an order of restitution is converted to a civil lien or
civil judgment against the defendant, the Clerk of Court’s office
shall make available at their office, as well as on their website,
information provided by the Secretary of State, the court, or The
Florida Bar on enforcing the civil lien or judgment. The State
Attorney shall inform you if and when restitution is ordered.

(sec. 960.001(1)(j), Florida Statutes)

The right to receive reasonable consideration and assistance
from employees of the State Attorney’s Office, Sheriff’'s Office,
or Police Department. When requested, you will be assisted in
locating accessible transportation and parking and shall be
directed to separate pretrial waiting areas when such facilities
are available. When requested, you shall receive assistance in
attempting to locate translators when practicable. (sec. 960.001
(2)(n), Florida Statutes)

The right of the victim of a sexual offense to have the courtroom
cleared, with certain exceptions during his or her testimony,
regardless of the victim’s age or mental capacity. (sec. 960.001
(9), Florida Statutes)

The right to request, in certain circumstances, that the offender
be required to attend a different school than the victim or siblings
of the victim. If the victim of an offense committed by a juvenile is
a minor, the victim or any sibling of the victim attends or is eligible
to attend the same school as that of the offender, the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice or the Department of Corrections shall
notify the victim’s parent or legal guardian of the right to attend
the sentencing or disposition of the offender and request that the
offender be required to attend a different school. (sec. 960.001(1)
(s), Florida Statutes)

The right of the victim who is not incarcerated to not be required
to attend discovery depositions in any correctional facility. (sec.
960.001(6), Florida Statutes)
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The statutory obligation of the victim, parent/guardian of a minor
victim, or next of kin of a homicide victim, that any information
gained pursuant to Chapter 960, Florida Statutes, regarding
any case handled in juvenile court, must not be revealed to any
outside party, except as reasonably necessary in pursuit of legal
remedies. (sec. 960.001(8), Florida Statutes)

The right to know in certain cases and at the earliest possible
opportunity, if the person charged with an offense has tested
positive for hepatitis and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
infection. In such cases, upon request of the victim or the victim’s
legal guardian, or the parent or legal guardian of the victim if the
victim is a minor, the court shall order such person to undergo
hepatitis and HIV testing within 48 hours after the charging
document is filed or 48 hours from the date of request. (sec
960.003, Florida Statutes)

The right of a victim of a sexual offense to request the presence
of a victim advocate during the forensic medical examination.
An advocate from a certified rape crisis center shall be permitted
to attend any forensic medical examination. (sec. 960.001(1)(u),
Florida Statutes)

If a victim has been diagnosed with autism or an autism spectrum
disorder, he or she or the parent or guardian, has the right to
request that a public safety official make a good faith effort to
ensure that a related professional, such as a mental health
counselor, special education instructor or clinical social worker be
present for all interviews of the individual. All expenses

related to the attendance of the professional at the interviews
are the responsibility of the requesting victim, parent or guardian;
however, the defendant shall reimburse the victim for all expenses
related to the attendance of the professional at the interviews, in
addition to restitution and penalties provided by law
(sec.943.0439, Florida Statutes)

The right of the victim or a victim’s parent, guardian, or lawful
representative, to request that a victim advocate be permitted to
attend and be present during any deposition. The victim
advocate may be designated by the State Attorney’s Office,
Sheriff’s Office
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or Municipal Police Department, or one representative from a not-
for-profit victim services organization, including, but not limited

to rape crisis centers, domestic violence advocacy groups, and
alcohol abuse or substance abuse groups. 960.001(1)(q), Florida
Statutes)

e No law enforcement officer, prosecuting attorney, or government
official shall ask or require a victim of a sexual offense to submit
to a polygraph examination or other truth-telling device as a
condition of the investigation. 960.0001(1(t), Florida Statutes)

e The right of a victim, if contacted, to obtain information relating
to a criminal proceeding by an attorney, investigator, or any other
agent acting on behalf of the criminal defendant, to be informed
of (1) the person’s name and employer and (2) the fact that such
person is acting on behalf of the defendant. (sec. 960.001(1)(w),
Florida Statutes)

In addition to constitutional protections for victims, Florida Statute
Chapter 960 outlines the statutory rights of victims under Florida law
and can be found on the Florida Attorney General’s website:

www.myfloridalegal.com

YOU ARE IMPORTANT

This brochure will provide some answers to the questions you may
have as the victim or a witness to a crime. Although the procedures
seem complicated, your continued involvement and cooperation
are necessary to make the process work effectively. The pursuit of
justice in the prosecution of criminal cases may not be successful
without your cooperation.

YOUR INVOLVEMENT
If you are a victim of a crime or a witness that has seen, heard or
have information about a crime, it is important to relay details to law

enforcement and/or the State Attorney’s Office. Minor details that
seem insignificant to you may be important to the investigation.
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Understandably, you may feel anxious about the court process.
The law enforcement agency, the prosecutors and the court are
concerned that no outside pressure be exerted to influence your
testimony. Interference with a witness by threats or acts of retaliation
is a serious crime and will be dealt with immediately. If you or any
member of your family is intimidated or threatened in any way,
immediately call the law enforcement agency handling the case or
the State Attorney’s Office.

ADULT CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS
APPREHENSION AND ARREST

After committing a crime:
* An offender may be arrested by a law enforcement officer.
« Acourt can issue an arrest warrant.
» A State Attorney’s Office may file an Information; or
» Agrand jury may recommend charges by returning an Indictment.

ADVISORY HEARING/FIRST APPEARANCE (FOLLOWING AN ARREST)

Within 24 hours of arrest, defendants who have not posted bond will
appear before a judge for an Advisory Hearing. These hearings are
typically held Monday through Friday at 1:00 pm, and Saturday and
Sunday at 8:00 am. These times are subject to change. During these
hearings, defendants remain at the detention center, appearing by
video.

The judge will address the bond; remain as initially set, reduce or
release the defendant on their own recognizance. Factors such as
the charge, prior history, and chance of flight risk are considered
by the judge when setting bond. The judge will assign a public
defender if needed, and advise the defendant that there is to be
no contact with the victim(s) upon his or her release from custody.

If probable cause is found, the State Attorney’s Office may choose
to file charges and summons the suspect into court. You may be
required to meet with the State Attorney’s Office.
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You are not required to attend the Advisory Hearing. However, if you
wish to attend, please contact the Booking Department at (813)
235-6070 to determine the courthouse where advisories are being
held. If you wish to speak with the State Attorney prior to the hearing,
ask the bailiff to notify him/her of your presence.

STATE ATTORNEY’S INVESTIGATION (INVEST)

Victims of felony crimes will be notified to meet with the State
Attorney’s Office to provide sworn statements to a prosecutor
regarding the incident. This meeting also provides you with the
opportunity to provide your input regarding sentencing of the
defendant as well as a face to face meeting with the prosecutor. The
defendant, nor his or her attorney, will be present at this meeting.

INFORMATION FILING

Whether the crime is a misdemeanor or felony, the State Attorney’s
Office will determine whether formal charges will be filed based
upon the facts that were presented. The State Attorney’s Office must
inform any victims of its decision.

NOTIFYING YOUR EMPLOYER

Avictim or witness may request the assistance of the law enforcement
agency or the State Attorney’s Office to advise an employer that
your involvement is necessary to the case and may require some
absences from work. They can also assist in notifying creditors if you
suffer a financial hardship as a result of the crime.

ARRAIGNMENT

Generally within 30 days of any arrest, an arraignment hearing is
scheduled, at which time the court advises the defendant of the
charges that have been formally filed. If the defendant does not have
an attorney at this stage, the judge will appoint one. If the defendant
has an attorney, they can appear on their behalf at the arraignment.
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The State Attorney’s Office will notify victims by mail of the arraign-
ment date. The victim has the right to be present, but is not required
to unless subpoenaed. Since the defendant has the option to enter
a plea and be sentenced by the court at this time, you as a victim
should speak with the State Attorney’s Office to relay your feelings
should you not attend. If the defendant does not enter a plea, the
next court date, or pretrial date, is set at this time.

BOND HEARING

If the defendant was unable to post a bond after the initial arrest, or
if bond was not set, the defendant is entitled to a bond hearing. The
State Attorney’s Office will notify you of the scheduled hearing and
you will have an opportunity to speak regarding the defendant’s
release and conditions or have the State Attorney’s Office make
known your wishes.

**Should the defendant post bond, thorough attempts will be made
to notify the victim of the release. It is important to provide the initial
deputy with your correct phone number. Please refer to the VINE
information on the inside front cover of this booklet**

PRETRIAL CONFERENCE

There may be numerous pretrial conferences scheduled throughout
the case. One of the main purposes of these hearings is for the
presiding judge to ensure the case is progressing as it should and in
a timely manner. Other purposes for these hearings are for the
prosecutor and defense attorneys to address discovery (evidence),
file motions with the court, ensure that depositions have been set,
and address trial issues should it reach that point. Victims will
receive notice of the hearing dates and may speak to the court after
conferring with the State Attorney’s Office. The trial date will be set
during these court events when the judge deems necessary.

Appearance by the victim at these hearings is not mandatory, unless
subpoenaed. A victim advocate can accompany you or attend on your
behalf if you so choose, keeping you updated as to the results.
Certain motions involving legal issues may be heard at the pretrial
conference and occasionally a withess may be needed at a pretrial
motion. If so, a subpoena will be issued well in advance of the hearing.
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SUBPOENAS

You may receive a subpoena for the trial, a deposition, and other
hearings. This is a court order requiring you to appear at the time,
date and location specified. You will be required to contact the State
Attorney’s Office at the telephone number listed on the subpoena
and provide your phone number to notify you of any changes or
cancellations regarding the subpoena. Subpoenas differ from other
court notices, such as pretrial conference notices, in that they are
served to you in person, rather than by mail. You have the right to
request a victim advocate to attend with you.

DEPOSITIONS

The defendant’s attorney can issue a subpoena for you, as a victim
or witness, to appear for a deposition. You will answer questions
under oath concerning your knowledge or involvement of the criminal
offense. This proceeding is within an office setting with a prosecutor,
defense attorney and court reporter. You have the right to request a
victim advocate to attend with you.

PLEA AGREEMENTS

Plea negotiations may occur between the State Attorney’s Office and
the defense attorney. During this process, the State Attorney’s Office
may offer a specific disposition in exchange for a guilty plea, and will
request input from the victim when an agreement has been
presented. The State Attorney’s Office must consult with the victim
before finalizing the plea agreement with the defendant. The victim
can make a statement to the judge before the sentence is
pronounced.

PRETRIAL INTERVENTION / DIVERSION PROGRAM

According to their discretion and office policy, the State Attorney’s
Office may agree to utilize pretrial intervention and diversion
programs.

Pretrial Intervention Program. Defendants with no more than one
nonviolent misdemeanor, who is charged with any misdemeanor

or any third degree felony is eligible for release to the pretrial
intervention program on approval of the administrator of the program
and the consent of the victim, the State Attorney, and the judge.
Successful completion of the program results in a dismissal

of the charges. 15

Diversion Program - Diversion is similar to probation where the
defendant accepts responsibility for the offense and is released
under supervision for six months to a year. During the program, the
probation office supervises the defendant. You have a right to
provide the State Attorney’s Office with your opinion on the
defendant’s participation in the pretrial diversion program.

SENTENCING

Presentence Investigation (PSI) - You have the right to provide
information regarding the impact of the offender’s conduct to you
and your family to the individual responsible for conducting and/or
compiling the presentence investigation. You have a right to review
the non-confidential portions of the presentence investigation prior
to the sentencing hearing.

Sentencing Hearing - If the defendant is found or pleads guilty, the
judge reviews sentencing guidelines, plea agreements, and other
factors and determines what type of sentence the defendant should
receive. You have the right to provide an oral and/or written victim
impact statement to the State Attorney’s Office at any time before
the court imposes the sentence.

TRIAL

If the case goes to trial, you, as the victim or witness, may have to
testify. More often than not, it will be a jury trial where they find the
defendant guilty or not guilty and the judge will pronounce sentence.
The prosecution presents its case first, followed by the defense.
Both sides question the victim and witnesses to support their
arguments. The prosecution relies heavily on victim and witness
cooperation. A victim advocate can attend with you through the
entire trial process should you feel it necessary. You cannot be
excluded from any hearing, trial or proceeding related to the offense.
Your rights involving the trial stage are listed in this brochure.

VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT

A victim has the right to provide an oral or written impact statement
with the court at any time before sentence is imposed on the
offender. This allows a victim to indicate exactly what impact the
crime has had upon his or her life including, medical costs, trauma,
lost wages and injuries. These relevant details are important for the
judge to take into consideration before sentencing the offender.
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The victim impact statement form may be obtained from the State
Attorney’s Office or a Sheriff’s Office Victim Advocate and assistance
will be available to complete the form. This document will then be
placed in the court file. The victim advocate can deliver this state-
ment on behalf of the victim at the appropriate court hearing.

RESTITUTION

As part of the defendant’s sentence, the court may order restitution
to be paid to the victim. The State Attorney’s Office is responsible for
presenting to the court the dollar amount and items to be considered
for restitution. The victim impact statement assists in this process as
it lists items such as crime related receipts, medical bills, and loss of
wage information. Typically, restitution is a condition of probation and
should victims have not received restitution as ordered by the court,
contact the appropriate probation office. A victim advocate can also
assist in this process.

RETURN OF PROPERTY

You have the right to the prompt return of property, unless there are
compelling law enforcement reasons to retain it, such as items to be
used in trial. You can contact the Victim Advocate Unit to assist in
this process.

VICTIM COMPENSATION

If you are a victim of a criminal act, the Florida Attorney General’s
Office offers a Crime Victim Compensation Program. A victim
advocate can assist with your application. Remittance or reimbursement
to you or the provider for medical treatment, out of pocket co-pays,
wage loss, counseling, funeral assistance for homicide victims, and
possible relocation assistance are offered upon approval of the
application. Forms are available through law enforcement
agencies, advocacy centers, the State Attorney’s Office and on-line.
For further information, please contact our agency Victim Advocate
Unit or the Florida Attorney General’s Office at 1-800-226-6667

or https://myfloridalegal.com/.

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROCESS

Intake - The process of determining where a child under the age of
18 will be placed until the case is resolved. There are three forms of
detention status: home, non-secure or secure.
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Diversion Programs — This is an alternative to the formal court
process for at-risk youth who have a pending offense. The goal of
the diversion program is to hold youth accountable for their actions
while ensuring that effective consequences deter future criminal
behavior.

Formal Charges - The filing of a petition in court by the State
Attorney’s Office. The charge may be filed in either juvenile court or
adult court, depending upon the crime and age of the offender.

Arraignment - The accused is formally charged and enters a plea of
guilty, not guilty, or no contest.

Adjudi ry Hearing - The trial of the juvenile, conducted in front
of a judge. The judge will decide whether the juvenile committed the
charged offense(s).

Dispositional Hearing (Sentencing) - When a juvenile is found to

have committed a delinquent act, the court will hold a dispositional
hearing to determine which sanctions to impose on the juvenile. The
sanctions could range from community-based sanctions like
probation and community services up to residential commitment.

Juveniles Tried As Adults - Juveniles who commit very serious
crimes may be tried as adults. Juveniles who are prosecuted as
adults may be sentenced to adult or juvenile sanctions.

This is not an exhaustive overview of the criminal justice system but
is meant as an overview for how the process works. Each court and
case could have unique components. You may contact your State
Attorney or law enforcement agency for more information regarding
the stages of the criminal justice and juvenile justice processes.

EXEMPTION FROM PUBLIC INSPECTION

Amendment 6 (Marsy’s Law) of the Florida Constitution Section 16,
Article 1, broadens those exempt from disclosure of personal
information to all victims of crime as listed under Florida Constitutional
Victim’s Rights: The right to prevent the disclosure of
information or records that could be used to locate or harass
the victim or the victim’s family, or which could disclose
confidential or privileged information of the victim.
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Florida Statute 119.071(2)j states: "Any portion of a public record
which reveals the identity, including the name or personal
identification number, home or employment telephone number, home
or employment address, or personal assets, of a lawful
representative, family member, or next of kin of the person identified
as a victim by the public record, or any other information that could
be used to locate, intimidate, harass, or abuse such persons, and
which is a public record that is generated or received by any agency
that regularly generates or receives information from or concerning
the victims of crime is exempt from s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of
the State Constitution. This exemption does not apply to the
accused, or to a lawful representative,family member, or next of kin
of a victim upon a showing that the interest of such person would be
in actual or potential conflict with the interests of the victim."

VICTIM ADVOCATE SERVICES

The Pasco Sheriff's Office Victim Advocates offer an array of
services for victims of crime and ensure that Victim Rights listed in
Florida Statute Chapter 960 and the Florida Constitution are being
upheld. Victim Advocates provide assistance to the victim through
the entire criminal justice process, while acting as a liaison on their
behalf. Some services they provide are crisis intervention, referrals to
community services and crime specific counseling, victim
compensation application assistance, transportation, and facilitating
return of property. A bilingual victim advocate is available to provide
assistance. Victim related forms and information are located within
the Citizen Resources tab on www.pascosheriff.com.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE? IT ISN’T JUST WRONG, IT’S A CRIME.

Under the provisions of Florida Statute (F.S.) 741.28, domestic
violence means any assault, aggravated assault, battery, aggravated
battery, sexual assault, sexual battery, stalking, aggravated stalking,
kidnapping, false imprisonment, or any criminal offense resulting in
physical injury or death of one family or household member by
another family or household member. This includes:

e Physical acts such as pushing, slapping, kicking, punching,
choking, and beating. (F.S. 741.30)

* Emotional or verbal abuse such as threats, verbal intimidation,
following and stalking, or acting out in anger. (F.S. 741.30)
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» Sexual Abuse/Battery is any unwanted touching or forcing
of someone to engage in a sexual act against his/her will.
(F.S. 784.046)

« Dating Violence is violence between individuals who have or
have had a continuing and significant relationship of a
romantic or intimate nature. (F.S. 784.046)

« “Human Trafficking” means transporting, soliciting, recruiting,
harboring, providing, enticing, maintaining, purchasing,
patronizing, procuring, or obtaining another person for the
purpose of exploitation of that person. (F.S. 787.06 (2)(d))

e Lewd or Lascivious Offense is any sexual activity committed
upon or in the presence of a person less than 16 years of age.
(F.S. 800.04)

WHAT DOES THE LAW MEAN?

If someone is abusing you physically or sexually, threatening you,
falsely imprisoning you, or if a family or household member is
stalking you, there is a law to protect you. Family or household
member means spouses, former spouses, persons related by blood
or marriage, persons who are presently residing together as if a
family or who have resided together in the past as if a family, and
persons who are parents of a child in common regardless of whether
they have been married. With the exception of persons who have a
child in common, the family or household members must be
currently residing or have resided together in the same single
dwelling unit in the past. The law also protects you if you are
currently in or have been in a violent dating relationship within the
last 6 months. Report any instances of domestic violence to law
enforcement. You also have the option of filing a domestic violence
injunction whether you report to law enforcement or not.

INJUNCTIONS

If you are the victim of domestic violence, or if you have reasonable
cause to believe you are in imminent danger of becoming the victim
of any act of domestic violence, you have the right to file a
PETITION FOR INJUNCTION FOR PROTECTION AGAINST
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.
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The Clerk of the Court is required to assist you in seeking both
injunctions for protection and enforcement for a violation of an
injunction. Representation by an attorney is not required of either
party. (Section 741.30(1) (f) F.S.)

There is no cost associated with filing an injunction. A PETITION
FOR INJUNCTION FOR PROTECTION AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE, REPEAT VIOLENCE, DATING VIOLENCE, OR
SEXUAL VIOLENCE may include, but need not be limited to the
following:

« Provisions which restrain the offender from further acts of
abuse;

* Directing the offender to leave your household;

* Preventing the abuser from entering your residence, school,
business, or place of employment;

* Awarding you custody of your minor child or children; and

¢ Directing the abuser to pay support to you and the minor
children if the abuser has a legal obligation to do so.

* For safety reasons, you may furnish your address to the court
in a separate confidential filing when filing the petition for
injunction. You are not required to remain in a residence or
household where you are a victim of domestic violence. Your
address may be different from that of your partner without
penalty.

EMERGENCY INJUNCTION
To obtain an injunction after normal business hours, please contact
one of the 24 hour domestic violence program crisis hotlines.

* Sunrise of Pasco - (352) 521-3120
« Salvation Army Domestic Violence Program - (727) 856-5797

Upon contacting the shelter, an intake will be performed to determine

if the criteria is present to file an emergency injunction. If the criteria

has been met, the representative of the domestic violence shelter will

guide you through the rest of the process.

21

You can print the injunction packets online at https://www.pasco-
clerk.com/515/Protective-Injunction-Packets or go to the Clerk of the
Court’s Office at your local courthouse. When you file the injunction
petition, please make sure you bring valid identification, the location
where the respondent may be served, and any documents in support
of your written petition.

Tell the clerk that you are interested in filing a petition for injunction
for protection against domestic violence, repeat violence, dating
violence, or sexual violence.

When you complete the petition, you must explain events and
reasons as to why you are in need of protection. The petition will be
reviewed by a member of the clerk’s office before it is filed.

The reviewing judge will decide if your petition meets the criteria to
issue a temporary injunction and if it does, will set a hearing date for
within 15 days.

If granted, the temporary injunction will be served to the respondent
with the conditions explained. It is not active until the respondent is
served.

It is important for you to attend the final injunction hearing to explain
to the judge why a final injunction should be granted. At this hearing
the judge will consider the safety of you and any of your children. If
the final injunction is granted, it will remain valid until the expiration
date determined by the judge.

If you do not attend the final hearing, the judge may dismiss the
petition altogether.
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WHAT DO | DO IF THE OFFENDER
VIOLATES THE INJUNCTION?

You will receive a copy of the injunction. Keep it with you at all times.

» If the offender violates the conditions of an injunction, call
law enforcement right away to file a report.

« The offender may be arrested.

« If the offender is arrested, he/she will be held until the court
determines bail.

« The judge will consider your safety and the safety of your
children.

« YoOu may go to court if you wish.

« The court may order penalties as allowed by law.

IF YOU HAVE AN OUT OF STATE COURT ORDER FOR
PROTECTION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, federal and state
law provide that law enforcement recognize and act on the order as if
issued by a Florida court. This includes orders issued by courts from
the District of Columbia, Indian tribes, commonwealth territories, or
possessions of the United States.

Additional Injunction Information by the Administrative Office of
the Courts Sixth Judicial Circuit

If you are a party involved in an action to seek protection from
domestic violence, sexual violence, dating violence or repeat violence
and have questions similar to those listed below, there are
informational videos available that may assist you. The videos were
produced by the Office of the State Courts Administrator, and can be
viewed on the 6th Judicial Circuit Court website by using a computer
that has internet access.

e What is an injunction?

e Where do | go to get an injunction?

e Will someone be able to help me fill out the forms?
e What type of injunction do | need?

e Does it cost money to get an injunction?
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“Florida Injunctions for Protection: An Overview”

This video may help to explain the process for obtaining a Petition
for protection. It may assist petitioners, as well as respondents, to
understand the four different orders of protection and the
requirements necessary for filing a petition. This video is
approximately 14 minutes long.

“Florida Injunctions for Protection, the Hearing”

This video may help to explain what will take place at your court
hearing. It provides information about courtroom procedures and
may answer some questions you might have about the court
process. This video is approximately 15 minutes long. You can
access this video by:

Entering the website by www.jud6.org

Click on Contact Information (upper right area)

Click on Domestic Violence

Click on one of the videos, Domestic Violence Injunction
Overview or Domestic Violence Injunction Hearing

If you do not have a computer available that connects to the internet,
you can use a computer located either in West Pasco Law Library
located within the West Pasco Judicial Center, 7530 Little Road, New
Port Richey or the East Pasco Law Library located within the Robert
D. Sumner Judicial Building, 38053 Live Oak Avenue, Dade City.

Also, most public libraries have computers with internet access. If you
do not know how to use the internet, bring this information sheet with
you to the library and someone there may be able to help you.

SEXUAL BATTERY - DEFINITION,
VICTIM’S RIGHTS & SERVICES

If you are the victim of a sexual crime, you have certain rights.
Supportive services are also available to you free of charge
regardless of whether or not you continue with the criminal justice
process.
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WHAT IS SEXUAL BATTERY?

In the state of Florida, the legal term for the crime of rape or sexual
assault is sexual battery (F.S.794). Sexual battery means oral, anal,
or vaginal penetration by, or union with, the sexual organ of
another or the anal or vaginal penetration of another by any other
object committed without that person’s consent (if that person is an
adult).

Consent means intelligent, knowing, and voluntary consent and does
not include coerced submission. The law says that consent does not
mean the failure by the alleged victim to offer physical resistance to
the offender.

If the victim is under 16 years of age, consent cannot be used as a
defense to a sexual crime. Furthermore, a 16- or 17-year-old cannot
legally consent to sexual activity with a person in a position of
familial or custodial authority or to a person 24 or older.

A victim of sexual battery can report the crime to law enforcement
and can ask the State Attorney (sometimes referred to as a
prosecutor) to file a criminal complaint against the offender(s). A
victim has the constitutional right to be informed, to be present, and
to be heard at all crucial stages of a criminal or juvenile proceeding,
to the extent that this right does not interfere with constitutional rights
of the accused.

WHAT HAPPENS DURING A FORENSIC EXAMINATION?

Often when a sexual crime has occurred, the victim is examined by a
registered nurse or a doctor. In a private area, the medical
professional will conduct a head-to-toe exam checking for injuries
and collecting evidence which may include a pelvic exam and taking
photos. The victim has the right to:

1. Decline any part of the exam at any point.
2. Keep the exam confidential.
3. Have an advocate present from a certified rape crisis center.

The medical professional will ask the victim some questions about the
crime and her/his medical history. The medical professional also may
take blood, urine, saliva, pubic hair combings, and/or nail samples,
and place items of the victim’s clothing into the exam kit. The victim
will receive a QR code to track the status of the exam Kkit.
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The medical professional can prescribe medications to protect the
victim from certain sexually transmitted infections and recommend
follow-up medical care.

HIV prevention medication may be available if that is of particular
concern to the victim and should be started right away.

A victim who is concerned about pregnancy as a result of the crime
should be provided with medically accurate information about the
option to receive or purchase emergency contraception to prevent
pregnancy. Emergency contraception should be started within 120
hours of the crime and is available over-the-counter to women 18
and older at many pharmacies.

The exam is free regardless of whether or not the victim is pursuing
criminal charges against the offender although the victim may be
responsible for medications and additional healthcare costs.

HELP IS AVAILABLE

Anyone who has been the victim of a sexual crime needs
compassion, sensitivity, and caring. Dealing with the feelings and
circumstances resulting from the crime can be overwhelming and
confusing.

Services including hotline, crisis intervention and advocacy are
available to you free of charge from your local certified rape crisis
center. An advocate from a rape crisis center can:

1. Arrange immediate shelter.

2. Assure you that your reactions and emotions are a normal
part of the response to the crime.

3. Listen to your feelings and concerns.

4. Help you understand and weigh your options.

5. Be with you at appointments if you desire, including the
forensic exam.

6. Contact others on your behalf with your permission.

Rape crisis centers are legally and ethically required to protect your
confidentiality (Florida Statute 90.5035). Unless you specifically ask
them in writing with your signature to release information about you,
they will not. Call 1-888-956-7273 to be referred to local services.
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WHAT IF | FEAR FOR MY SAFETY

Adult and minor victims of sexual crimes who fear for their safety or
fear the offender might contact them may seek a sexual violence
injunction (Florida Statute 784.046).

To obtain the injunction the victim or guardian must have
reported the crime to law enforcement and cooperate in any
criminal proceeding against the offender.

Victims may also seek an injunction against an offender who
has been released from jail or prison or who will be released
within 90 days.

Filing for a sexual violence injunction is free.

The petition can be obtained on-line through www.pascoclerk.
com or from any courthouse.

An advocate can assist you in completing the injunction.

Victims of sexual crimes have various other rights, many of
which are found in Chapter 960 of the Florida Statutes,
including the right:

To have information relating to the criminal investigation of the
crime that might identify the victim kept confidential and exempt
from public records (Florida Statutes 119.071 and 92.56).

To have an advocate from a certified rape crisis center present
during the forensic examination.

To have an advocate present during a discovery deposition (a
defense attorney’s pre-trial questioning of witnesses).

To have the offender, if charged with the crime, tested for HIV
and to receive the results of that testing.

To not be asked or required to submit to a polygraph
examination as a condition of proceeding with the investigation
of the offense.

Domestic and Sexual Violence Safety Plan

Keep your cell phone and home phone charged at all times.
Have an escape route with your children in the event your abuser
comes back to the home.

Tell your neighbor that your offender should not be at your home
and to contact law enforcement and you, if they see your offender
near your home.
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Be aware of your surroundings at all times, especially when
going to your car.

Call 911.

Contact your local Domestic Violence Center for additional
safety planning and shelter if needed.

Obtain a Domestic Violence Injunction

Inform your supervisor, school, and family that you should
not be getting phone calls or visits from the abuser.

Stay in contact with the State Attorney Office, victim advocate,
law enforcement, and domestic violence advocates and
relay any concerns that you may have.

Pasco Sheriff’'s Office
PUBLIC RECORDS &
PROPERTY RELEASE
Custodian Information
For public records inquiries, please contact:
Records Department
Email: PublicRecords@pascosheriff.org

Phone: (813) 235-6118
Fax: (813) 235-6119

20105 Central Boulevard
Land O’Lakes, FL 34637

For Property Release, please contact
Property Evidence
Email:
Propertyevidence@pascosheriff.org
Phone: (813) 235-6120

20105 Central Boulevard
Land O’Lakes, FL 34637
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QUICK REFERENCE NUMBERS

Pasco Sheriff’s Office
727-847-5878

Pasco County Non-Emergency Dispatch
727-847-8102

State Attorney
West — 727-847-8158 East — 352-521-4333

Pasco Sheriff’s Office Victim Advocate Unit
727-847-5878

Bay Area Legal Services
West- 727-847-5494 East- 352-567-9044

Florida Abuse Hotline (Elderly and Children)
1-800-962-2873

Florida Attorney General (Victim Compensation)
1-800-226-6667 https:www.myfloridalegal.com/victim-compensation

VINE
1-877-846-3435 www.vinelink.com
Provides custody status and criminal case information.
Registration is required for this service.

P heriff’'s Offi mmunity R r i

394873 “hee *1%

Area Agency on Aging (Pasco/Pinellas)...........c.cccccoeinnene. 727-217-8111
Florida Bar Lawyer Referral Service. .........ccococevvveiiriaenns 800-342-8011
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. 800-843-5678
National Domestic Violence Hotline. ..........ccccoeovniniinininen. 800-799-7233
National Human Trafficking Hotline...........c.cccccoeiiiie 888-378-7888

National Teen Dating Abuse Hotline.866-331-9474 Office for Victims
of Crime Resource Center800-627-6872 Pasco County Health
Department 727-619-0300

Salvation Army Domestic Violence Shelter727-856-5797 Sunrise of
Pasco Domestic and Sexual Violence. 352-521-3120 Tampa Bay
Crisis Center and HOtlNE...........ccccoevrernneiccce e 813-964-1964

RIGHTS OF VICTIMS / WITNESSES

Pasco Sheriff’s Office IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
Date Case Report Number

NOTIFICATION INFORMATION

Defendant #1 (Print) Defendant #2 (Print)

Defendant #3 (Print) Defendant #4 (Print)

Victim/Witness Print O Victim O Witness O Next of Kin | Home Phone Number Work/Other Phone Number

of Victim
Address (Street, PO Box, Etc.) City State Zip

IF YOU ARE THE VICTIM / WITNESS OF A CRIME OR THE NEXT OF KIN OF A HOMICIDE VICTIM,
YOU HAVE CERTAIN RIGHTS (FLORIDA STATUTE CHAPTER 960 and Atrticle I, Section 16, Florida
Constitution). THESE RIGHTS ARE EXPLAINED IN THE RIGHTS OF VICTIMS / WITNESSES BRO-
CHURE YOU WILL RECEIVE FROM THE PERSON YOU ARE REPORTING YOUR CASE TO. PLEASE
READ AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND SIGN BELOW THAT YOU HAVE DONE SO.

1. On Scene Arrest Notification
I have been notified that a suspect was arrested in reference to this case, and | have been informed that
| may attend the First Appearance Hearing, and to call 352-521-4333 or 727-847-8158 for information
regarding the hearing. O Yes O No ON/A

2. Please Answer The Following:
« | want to be notified if an arrest is made at a later date reference this case. O Yes O No
« | want to be notified if a defendant is released reference this case. O Yes O No
« | have received a Rights of Victims and Witnesses Brochure. O Yes O No
« | understand the rights afforded to me as a victim of sexual battery (Fss794.052) O Yes O No O N/A
« | understand the rights afforded to me in Article I, Section 16, FL Constitution O Yes O No

3. Public Records Exemption:
a. If you are the victim of certain sex crimes or child abuse, your name, address, and other identifying
information is exempt from public records release per Florida State Statute 119.071(2)(h)1.

b. If you are victim of one or more of the crimes specified in Florida State Statute 119.071(2)
()1l.c [sexual battery, aggravated child abuse, aggravated battery, aggravated stalking,
harassment — harassing/obscene telephone calls, or domestic violence), you may request
an exemption prohibiting the dis-closure of information to the general public that reveals your
home and work telephone numbers, home and work addresses, and personal assets not otherwise
held confidential or exempt from the provisions of the “Public Records Law”, F.S.S. 119.07(1).
Please note this exemption may not be used to exempt the identity or name of the victim
[although other statutory provisions may, for certain more limited offenses, render the identity
of the victim exempt or confidential without the need for a request].

As a victim of any crime, you have the right to prevent the disclosure of information or records that
could be used to locate or harass you or your family, or which could disclose confidential

or privileged information about you. F.S.S. 119.071(2)(j)1. Article |, Section 16, Fl. Constitution
(Marsy’s Law)

Do you wish to exercise this additional exemption? (Please check one) O Yes O No O N/A
| CERTIFY THAT | HAVE RECEIVED A “RIGHTS OF VICTIMS / WITNESSES IN THE CRIMINAL

JUSTICE SYSTEM” BROCHURE AND THAT | HAVE READ, UNDERSTAND AND ANSWERED THE
ABOVE QUESTIONS AND INFORMATION.

Submit This Form To The Pasco
Sheriff's Office Records Department
20105 Central Blvd.

Land O’Lakes, FL 34637

REPORTING OFFICER/ PST (SIGNATURE): ID#: (813) 235-6118
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VICTIM / WITNESS (SIGNATURE):
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